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Proclamation No....... /2023

Ethiopian Medal, Nishan and Award Proclamation

Whereas, it is important to acknowledge persons and other organs who have done
Excellent/outstanding works in the different sectors so as to encourage a society to follow their

leads; growing of inventions/innovations; and bring inclusive and consistent development;

Whereas, it is an acceptable task to honor and acknowledge persons, groups and organizations
who have done an outstanding and concrete works for the development of the country in
political, diplomacy, economic and social sectors; as well as in Researches, Education, Science
and Technology, Medicine, Art, Literature, Culture, Environmental Protection and other similar

sectors;

Whereas, it is necessary to establish a legal system which generally governs awarding of national
Medal, Nishan and Prizes and that also implements article 71(5) and 74(10) of the constitution

which deal about Nishan and awards;

Now therefore, in accordance with Article 55(1) of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

constitution it is hereby proclaimed as follows.

PART ONE

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1. Short Title
This proclamation may be cited as “Ethiopian Medal, Nishan and Award Proclamation
No.... /2023”
2. Defnition
In this Proclamation, unless the context otherwise requires: -
1/ “Innovation” means an innovation work which is granted a patent or copyright right
according to relevant laws.
2/ “Organization” means a Governmental or Non-Governmental Institution;or

International Institution which has acquired legal personality.
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3/ “Government Employee” means a person who is employed or appointed in
government institutions (offices), State owned enterprises or any organs which is
owned by Government.

4/ “Region” means a state recognized under Article 47 of the constitution of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

5/ Any expression in the masculine gender includes feminine gender

3. Scope of Application

This proclamation applies on all Ethiopians, Ethiopian Origins, Foreign nationals or

Organizations, except persons who serve in military and police services,

PART TWO
ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDALS AND NISHANS; AND THEIR
PRIVILAGES

4. Establishment of Medals
The following Medals are established according to this Proclamation: -

1/ National Outstanding Innovation Medal;
2/ National Renaissance Medal;
3/ National Outstanding Civil Service Medal.

5. National Outstanding Innovation Medal

National Outstanding Invention/Innovation/Entrepreneurship Medal is awarded to an
Individual, Group or Organization who has done any outstanding innovation on various
sectors which solves or will solve Social or Economic problems of a society at Ethiopian
or International level.

6. National Renaissance Medal

National Renaissance Medal is awarded to an Individual, Group or Organizations who
has done an outstanding work for the society or all human beings as a general, in science

and research, technology, Art, Sport or various sectors.
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7. National Outstanding Civil Service Medal

National Outstanding Civil service Medal is awarded to government employee who has
done an outstanding work for the nation and the public by maintaining the discipline of

the work he is assigned with diligently and loyally.

8. Privileges of Medal Award Receivers

An individual or Group who is awarded a Medal according to Article (5)-(7) of this

proclamation has the following rights:-

1/ If the awardee has a salary or is a pension receiver, he shall get an incremental of
twenty five percent (25%) of the salary or forty percent (40%) of the pension
payment;

2/ If the awardee has no salary or pension payment, he shall get an amount of money as
a gift that is determined by the directive issued to implement this proclamation;

3/ Gets priority of education opportunity at government educational institutions;

4/ Gets free medical services at government health facilities;

5/ Gets an identification card and certificate signed by the president of the country.

9. Establishment of Nishans

The following Nishans are established pursuant to this proclamation:-

1/ Great Honor Nishan of Ethiopia
2/ Great Honor Nishan of Africa
10. Great Honor Nishan of Ethiopia

Great Honor Nishan of Ethiopia is awarded to an Individual, Group or Organization that has
contributed an outstanding work for the nation and the public that can solve problems in
diplomacy, politics, economic or social sector; or it is awarded to a country or leader who has

given special support for Ethiopia.

11. Great Honor Nishan of Africa

Great Honor Nishan of Africa is awarded to an Individual, Group or Organization that has
contributed an outstanding work for Africa that solves continental problems in the political,
economic or social sectors of the African continent or has made a significant contribution to

good friendship and consistent partnership between countries of the continent.
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12. Privilages of Nishan Award Receivers

1/ A person who is awarded Great Honor Nishan of Africa, as per Article 10 and 11 of this
proclamation, has the following Privileges:-

(a) Sits at a place prepared for him on the national holidays celebration place and
date;

(b) Naming of Road, Hospital, School, Building or similar institution in his;

(c) Gets an identification card and certificate signed by the president of the country.

2/ In addition to those stated on sub Article 1 of this article, if the awardee is an Ethiopian
or Ethiopian origin, he has the following Privileges:-

(a) If the awardee has a salary or is a pension receiver, he shall get an incremental of
twenty five percent (25%) of the salary or forty (40%) of the pension payment;

(b) If the awardee has no salary or pension payment, he shall get an amount of
money as a gift that is determined by the directive issued to implement this
proclamation;

(c) Gets priority of education opportunity at government educational institutions;

(d) Gets free medical services at government health facilities;

PART THREE

AWARDING OF MEDAL AND NISHANS; ABOUT PRIZES AND STATUE

13. Awarding of Medals and Nishans

1/ A person, Group or an Organization that is eligible to be awarded a Medal or Nishan
according to this proclamation, up on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, will
receive the award from the President.

2/ Subject to the provisions of sub-article 1 of this article, the award of Medal or Nishan

may be given by the person assigned by President as the case may be;
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14. Establishment of Prizes

A Prize pertaining to various social, economic and administrative sectors and professions is
issued by the National Medals, Nishans and Awards Committee on the basis of proposals
for the establishment of such Prizes to be submitted to the Committee by the respective

Ministries overseeing the sectors.

15. Prize awarding by the Regions

Notwithstanding the provisions of this proclamation, regarding the Medals, Nishans and

prizes regions may enact their own prize laws

16. Persons or Entities to whom the award is given

1/ Prizes established in accordance with Article 14 of this Proclamation shall be given to
public servant, non-public servant or organization which has performed high and
commendable work on the prize fields.

2/ The prizes given pursuant to sub Article 1 of this Article, in accordance with the type of
the prizes, shall be given by the government institutions that lead the sectors;

3/ The type and amount of prizes, the selection of prize receivers and other related issues

will be determined by the regulations/directive issued to implement this proclamation.

17. STATUTE
1/ A statue may be erected in any appropriate place in the country for a person who has
been awarded a medal or Nishan twice or more than twice in accordance with this
proclamation.
2/ The type, size, content and other details of the statute to be erected according to sub

Articlel of this Article is determined by a directive issued by the Prime Minister's Office.
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PART FOUR
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE NATIONAL MEDAL AND NISHAN
AWARD COMMITTEE AND THE PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

18. . Medal and Nishan Award Committee and Sub-Committees

1/ The National Medal and Nishan Award Committee (hereinafter referred to as “The
Committee”) is hereby established by this Proclamation.

2/ The committee will be accountable to the Prime Minister.

3/ The committee may establish various sub-committees under it as may be necessary.

19. Members of the Committee

1/ The members of the committee, including the chairman, shall be appointed by the Prime
Minister.
2/ The head of the Prime Minister's office shall be the secretary of the committee.

20. Duties and Responsibilities of the Committee

The Committee has the following Duties and Responsibilities:-

1/ In accordance with this Proclamation; and the regulations and directives issued to
implement this Proclamation, it recruits, examines and makes appropriate decisions on
candidates who deserve the Medal and Nishan Awards;

2/ Examines witness and documentary evidences, regarding candidates of the award, to
reach on decision;

3/ Submits recommendation to the Prime Minister with a list of individuals, groups or
organizations deserving of Medal or Nishan awards and the type of Medal or Nishan
they deserve, along with the reasons;

4/ Issues a directive that determine the working period, Working and meeting procedure of
the committee and other related issues.

21. Duties and Responsibilities of the Prime Minister’s Office

The Prime Minister’s Office has the following Duties and Responsibilities:-
1/ Submits a recommendation of the committee to the Prime Minister for a final decision;
The Prime Minister may examine and approve, amend, revoke or give instructions for

the recommendation to be re-examined;
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22.

2/

3/

4/

5/

6/

7/

8/
9/

Considering their relevance, records medals and Nishans that Ethiopians receive from
foreign governments up on the request of the awardees; or medals and Nishans awarded
to Ethiopian government or government officials.

Records the names or information of the awardees who have been awarded Medals and
Nishans in accordance with this Proclamation;

Receives back awards from the awardee who shall return back Medal and Nishan as per
article 23 of this Proclamation; records the names or information of returning awardees;
Gives a certificate and an Identification card, signed by the President, to the awardees
who have been awarded Medal and Nishan;

Determines the timing of award of Medal and Nishan; Plans the awards ceremony;
executes; discloses the list of awardees publicly by the media.

Prepares and records the Medals and Nishans established in accordance with this
Proclamation;

Issues directive to identify nominees for Medal and Nishan.

issues a protocol for the ceremony of the award

PART FIVE
MISLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Persons died of doing an act resulting in a Medal, Nishan or Prize Awards

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

A relevant Medal, Nishan or Prize shall be prepared for deceased person eligible of
receiving a Medal, Nishan or Prize according to this proclamation; the award will be
registered in his name.

A medal, Nishan or Prize prepared according to sub Article 1 of this article will be given
to the eldest child of the deceased recipient or according to the next age order.

If the deceased recipient has no children, to his wife and if there is no wife, the award
will be given to his successor according to the relevant law of succession;

If the deceased recipient's children have not reached the age of majority, the award will
be handed over to a person who is the guardian of the children according to the relevant
law;

If the deceased recipient has a pension, the pension will be increased to a person who is

a pension receiver under the relevant law.
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23. Taking Back a Medal, Nishan or Prize

1. Any Medal, Nishan or Prize awarded pursuant to this Proclamation shall be returned by the

awardee for the following reasons:-
A/ Subject to liability under the relevant law, where the medal, Nishan or prize is awarded
based on false or fraudulent evidence;
B/ If the awardee has been convicted of a crime that relates with treason & punishable by
imprisonment under the relevant law;
2/ Special rights of a person who returns Medal, Nishan or Prize according to sub article 1 of
this article may be avoided or cancelled as the case may be.

24. Duty to Cooperate

Everyone has a duty to cooperate with the relevant authorities in the implementation of this
Proclamation.
25. Punishment
1/ Any person without obtaining permission from the relevant body, prepares or falsify a
Medal, Nishan or Prize referred in this Proclamation shall be punishable with an
imprisonment not exceeding three years or a fine not exceeding ten thousand birr or with
both as the case may be.
2/ Any person found wearing a Medal or Nishan without permission, shall be punishable
with simple imprisonment not exceeding six months or a fine not exceeding five
thousand birr.

26. Inapplicable Laws

Any Proclamation, Regulation, Directive or Practice inconsistent with this Proclamation
shall not apply to the matters covered by this Proclamation.

27. Matters to be determined by Directive

The following matters shall be determined by the directive prepared by the Prime Minister's
Office:-
1/ Content, shape and size of Medals and Nishans to be awarded in accordance with this
Proclamation;
2/ The number of Medal and Nishan awardees;
3/ Type and amount of prizes to be awarded in accordance with Article 14 of this

Proclamation;
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4/ The arrangement and placement of Medal and Nishan.

28. Power to issue requlations and Directives

1/ The Council of Ministers may issue regulations to implement this Proclamation;
2/ The Prime Minister's Office may issue directive for the implementation of this
Proclamation and regulations issued to implement the Proclamation;

29. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall be effective from the date of its publication on the Federal

Negarit Gazette.
Addis Ababa......... /2023

Sahlework Zewde

President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
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